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7.    Three French ships of war, the Achilles of 64 guns, the Syren of 32
and the Zcypher of 30, called at the Cape of Good Hope from Europe and
sailed from thence to St. Helena on or about the 17th February last where they
#ere cruizing to intercept our shipping so late as the 25th May.   The Earl
of Holderness storeship arrived at St. Helena the 13th March having narrowly
escaped the enemy.   She sailed from thence  for the West Coast the 25th
April.   The Faulkland man-of-war appointed by the Lords of Admiralty to
give convoy to our returning shipping of this season was chased by the said
French ships and being drove by them from the island bore away for England
on the 16th May without calling there and arrived at Portsmouth the 2nd
August last.   By this unhappy circumstance our ships were exposed to great
hazard in falling into the enemy's hands.   Their greatest security lay in the
vigilance and good lookout of their respective commanders or by a providential
passing them in the night, the last was certainly the case of the Earl of
Holderness.
8.   It since appears by accounts brought by the Prince Henry's long boat
that our four early China ships, the Prince Henry, Hawkey Qsterley, and
Tamstocky had been chased from the 4th to the 6th May from the island by
the above mentioned French cruizers, also the Boscawen and Fox on the 15th
of the same month.   They all fortunately getting clear made for the Bay of All
Saints, the four arrived there the 24th May and the two last the 6th June,
but to our misfortune the enemy's three ships imported there three days after.
On  being  apprized  thereof,  we  immediately  had recourse   to  the   proper
measures for removing the difficulties our ships lay under from being thus
locked up.
9.   A long boat our Governor of St. Helena had equipped to cruize to
windward of and communicate to the expected shipping the danger they were
exposed to from the said three French ships was taken by them on the 16th
April, having been only eight days out.
10.   By the list enclosed you will be fully apprised of the times of the
arrival and departure of our shipping since the date of the last advices.
11.   We make no doubt you will, before this comes to hand, be informed of
die several French ships, as well Company's as men-of-war, which were at the
Cape of Good Hope in the course of the late season, as also of some others, which
the gentlemen who were passengers on the ships Grant ham and Ilchester had
got information of during their stay at that place.   But lest you sttould not,
we now send you a lisk of them.
12.   His Majesty's ministers are fully informed of the said naval force of
the enemy as also of their strength by land.   They likewise well know the
condition of His Majesty's land force and squa<?hron that is in India to oppose
that of the French.   "put as the result of the applications on this important
point will be more proper to be communicated by the Secret Committee, we
shall therefore accordingly leave it to those gentlemen.
13.   And here it may be necessary to acquaint you that the war is carried
on with great vigour in all parts and it hath pleased God to bless Mis
arms with such good success as has induced the enemy to adopt a most t
scheme, which they tfomfc necessary to use their otmost
into execution as the only method for retrieTOjg          '